Prolongation of heart allograft survival in course of donor specific antigen and alloserum treatment in the rat.
Different cell subpopulations involved in the induction of immune enhancement of the heart graft survival in rats differing across the major histocompatibility barrier has been studied. Cells devoid of class II antigens on their surface, e.g. erythrocytes, platelets, and thymocytes have been found ineffective, whereas subpopulations rich in class II antigens were found to be highly effective in induction of specific unresponsiveness when combined with donor specific alloserum. Our results suggest that class II antigens take part not only in induction of rejection response but may be also responsible for generation of specific unresponsiveness towards donor antigens.